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(57) Abstract: The present invention relates to meth- 
ods of regulating gene expression in eukaryotic cells, in 
particular providing stable and persistent expression that 
can undergo systemic spreading in plants. 



CD 

n 

H 

:>> 

•I 
> 
f— 

m 

o 
O 
■q 



WO 2003/029453 A3 IIIIDllDIIIllfllllllllllilllOll 



For two-letter codes and other abbreviations, refer to the "Guid- 
ance Notes on Codes and Abbreviations'' appearing at the begin- 
ning of each regular issue of the PCT Gazette. 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Interr .ppllcatton No 

PCl/tf 02/10889 



A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 

IPC 7 C12N15/63 C12N15/82 



According to Internal tonal Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 



B. FIELDS SEARCHED 



Minimum documentation searched (classification system foflowed by classification symbols) 

IPC 7 C12N 



Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are Included In the fields searched 



Electronic data base consulted during the International search (name of data base and, where practical, search terms used) 

EPO-Internal , BIOSIS, WPI Data, EMBASE, CHEM ABS Data 



C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category ■ Cltallon of document, with hdteallon, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



Relevant to claim No. 



GATZ ET AL: "Stringent repression and 

homogenous de-repression by tetracycline 

of a modified CaMV 35S promoter in intact 

transgenic tobacco plants" 

PLANT JOURNAL , BLACKWELL SCIENTIFIC 

PUBLICATIONS, OXFORD, GB, 

vol. 2, no. 3, 1992, pages 397-404, 

XP002075580 

ISSN: 0960-7412 

the whole document 

W0 00 61729 A (RIB0ZYME PHARM INC) 
19 October 2000 (2000-10-19) 
the whole document 

_/-- 



21,22 



1-20 



m 



Further documents are listed In the continuation of box C. 



Patent famfly members are listed in annex. 



9 Special categories of cited documents : 

'A* document defining the general state of the art which Is not 

considered to be of particular relevance 
•E' earlier document but published on or after the International 

filing date 

'L' document which may throw doubts on priority clalm(s) or 
which iscBed to establish the publication dale of another 
cltallon or other special- reason (as specified) 

■O' document referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or 
other means 

'P* document published prior to the international filing date but 
later than the priority date claimed 



T later document published after the international filing date 
or priority date and not in conflict with the application but 
cited to understand the principle or theory underlying the 
Invention 

"X' document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered novel or cannot be considered to 
Involve an Inventive step when the document Is taken alone 

»Y» document of particular relevance; the claimed Invention 
cannot be considered to Involve an inventive step when the 
document Is combined with one or more other such docu- 
ments, such combination being obvious to a person skilled 
in the art. 

document member of the same patent family 



Data of the actual completion of the International search 



21 July 2003 



Date of mailing of the International search report 



07/08/2003 



Name andmalllng address of the ISA 

European Patent Office, P.B. 5818 Patentlaan 2 
NL-2280HVRQswIIk 
TeL (+31-70) 340-2040, Tx. 31 651 epo nl, 
Fax (+31-70)340-3016 



Authorized officer 



Weikl, M 



Foffli PCT71SA/210 (second shod) (July 1892) 



INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 



Interna Application No 

PCT/EP .02/10889 



^Continuation) DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category • CGalton of document, with Indlcalton.wnere appropriate, of Hie retevant passages 



p,x 



WO 99 32619 A (CARNEGIE INST OF WASHINGTON 
; MONTGOMERY MARY K (US); FIRE ANDREW () 
1 July 1999 (1999-07-01) 
the whole document 

TUSCHL THOMAS ET AL: "Targeted mRNA 
degradation by double-stranded RNA in 
vitro" 

GENES AND DEVELOPMENT, COLD SPRING HARBOR 
LABORATORY PRESS, NEW YORK, US, 
vol. 13, no. 24, 

15 December 1999 (1999-12-15), pages 
3191-3197, XP002183118 
ISSN: 0890-9369 
the whole document 

ELBASHIR SAYDA M ET AL: "RNA Interference 
1s mediated by 21- and 22-nucleotide RNAs" 
GENES AND DEVELOPMENT, COLD SPRING HARBOR 
LABORATORY PRESS, NEW YORK, US, 
vol. 15, no. 2, 

15 January 2001 (2001-01-15), pages 
188-200, XP002204651 
ISSN: 0890-9369 
the whole document 

JEPS0N I ET AL: "CHEMICAL-INDUCIBLE GENE 

EXPRESSION SYSTEMS FOR PLANTS - A REVIEW" 

PESTICIDE SCIENCE, ELSEVIER APPLIED 

SCIENCE PUBLISHER. BARKING, GB, 

vol. 54, no. 4, December 1998 (1998-12), 

pages 360-367, XP000804296 

ISSN: 0031-613X 

cited in the application 

the whole document 

KLAHRE ULRICH ET AL: "High molecular 

weight RNAs and small Interfering RNAs 

induce systemic posttranscrlptlonal gene 

silencing in plants." 

PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL ACADEMY OF 

SCIENCES OF THE UNITED STATES, 

vol. 99, no. 18, 

3 September 2002 (2002-09-03), pages 
11981-11986, XP002248496 
http://www.pnas.org September 3, 2002 
ISSN: 0027-8424 
the whole document 



Relevant to claim No. 



1-20 



8,9 



1-22 



1-22 



03 

•Tl 
U) 
H 

s> 
1 

r~ 

m 

8 



Foon PCT/ISA7210 (ccntmualten of second sheet) (July 1892) 



« 


INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT 

ttlon on patent family members 


Internet Application No 

PCT/EP 02/10889 


4 


Patent document 
cited in search report 


Publication 
date 


Patent family 
members) 


Publication 
data 



WO 0061729 A 19-10-2000 AU 4232700 A 14-11-2000 

CA 2364577 Al 19-10-2000 

EP 1165758 A2 02-01-2002 

OP 2002541795 T 10-12-2002 

W0 0061729 A2 19-10-2000 



W0 9932619 


A 


01-07-1999 US 


6506559 Bl 


14-01-2003 






AU 


743798 B2 


07-02-2002 






AU 


1938099 A 


12-07-1999 






CA 


2311999 Al 


01-07-1999 






EP 


1042462 Al 


11-10-2000 






OP 


2002516062 T 


04-06-2002 






WO 


9932619 Al 


01-07-1999 






US 


2003056235 Al 


20-03-2003 






US 


2003051263 Al 


13-03-2003 






US 


2003055020 Al 


20-03-2003 



CD 

m 

to 



> 

m 

o 
o 

5 



Form PCT/ISA/210 (patent family annex) {July 1S92) 



